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It’s all about the Spots!! 

 
Dear Parents 
 
The first frosts of the year arrived this week, 
earlier than I can remember in previous years. 
This seems to have accelerated the onset of 
leaf fall and Les and Ray have been at full 
haste to hoover them up before the winds 
distribute them around the school. It hasn’t 
(thankfully) stopped children making huge 
piles of leaves and diving into them! 
 
Thankfully, I hibernated Bomber, my ageing 
tortoise, last weekend. He is coldly snuggled 
up in the dark recesses of my shed and will 
remain there until Spring weather arrives. I 
know there are quite a few tortoise owners in 
schools and we all face this necessary fate with 
some degree of trepidation. 
 
We also found a juvenile hedgehog from this 
year’s new broods trying to find a spot to 
hibernate under the Topper sailing boat – not 
a clever spot given the number of children 
who use it as a trampoline for diving into 
leaves. 
 

 
 
 
Staying on the animal front, there is still no 
sign of the first egg from our hens. I’m rather 
resigned to having to wait until spring to get 
our rewards. It’s poor farming – all that feed 
and keep and nothing in return! 
 
Despite the weather, many great sporting 
fixtures went ahead this week. Amidst some 
excellent results, we seemed to have had an 
excessive number of injuries from both girls 
and boys fixtures, no doubt keeping DCH 
rather busy. On the medical front we have 
completely stripped out the old staff work 
room and will begin to move Lydia in next 
week. We will soon have a medical room that 
matches our ambitions to have the highest 
standards of pastoral care, which, of course, 
includes those who are feeling very unwell. 

 
The Junior Prep classes have been taking part 
in The Big School Swim this week.  Please see 
the photos further in Hermes. 
 
A few snippets of staff news for you now. 
Earlier this week I interviewed two candidates 
for the role of Wellbeing Coordinator and am 
delighted to announce that Mrs Karen King 
has been appointed to this important role. 
Karen brings a wealth of experience with her, 
not to mention a number of qualifications 
including bereavement counselling and 
mental health first aid training. 
 
I must also congratulate Mrs Sewed who 
recently passed her Masters in Educational 



Leadership This involves a huge amount of 
personal reading and study and the 
completion of a very lengthy dissertation. 

 
Today saw the children arrive to school 
adorned in an array of spots as part of our 
support for Children in Need. I have to 
confess to thinking we must do something 
much more proactive and in empathy with the 
day.  

 
 
A non-uniform day is too easy and we must do 
our very best to put ourselves out next year so 
your children gain something much more 
tangible from the day.  
 
In assembly I set Form 7 the target of leading 
this as prefects next year. I could make up an 
excuse that we are very busy (and indeed we 

are) but few things can be as important as 
caring for those who really need our support. 
If you have done something far more 
inspiring do let me know so we can celebrate 
this in our community section. 
 
As parents, it is a day that Jo and I meet with 
very mixed emotions. Despite having (almost) 
grown up children who have reached 
adulthood relatively smoothly, we never ever 
stop worrying about their health and 
wellbeing. It is impossible not to have your 
heart strings tugged, no, wrenched from 
place, when you watch some of the absolutely 
inspiring stories of how families and 
communities deal with the most tragic of 
circumstances.  
 
The other notable thing is the amazingly 
dedicated work that is quietly carried out by a 
huge army of completely altruistic volunteers. 
It would be lovely to see society reward these 
“givers” when honours are handed out rather 
than …….. I’ll stop here before politics and last 
night’s Question Time becomes a topic for 
discussion! 
 
I have talked to your children about having 
our own election in school at the beginning of 
December. I have asked them to engage in 
discussion regarding the choosing of our next 
Prime Minister and familiarise themselves 
with the work of all the major parties. Could I 
ask you to engage in this process in regard to 
giving them a balanced opinion of the merits 
of each of the parties? I will try to do the same 
in my next few assemblies and will share the 
results with you a week before the General 
Election. 
 
Wishing you a wonderful weekend ahead. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Mr John Thorpe 

Headmaster  



Nursery & Reception 
 
Nursery and Reception have been busy 
supporting Children in Need this week. We've 
done lots of Pudsey Bear activities, including 
colour by numbers, painting, paper plate 
crafts, dancing, cake baking and decorating, 
dot to dot and colouring.  
 
The Nursery to Form 2 Cake Sale raised an 
amazing £52! 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 



Form 1 
 

 

 

 

The children had a very exciting and 
informative trip to the dentist for their topic 
fab finish. Mr Mostavi and his team showed 
the children how to clean their teeth properly 
and Shayan demonstrated how to be a perfect 
patient during a check-up. 

Thank you for a fun morning! 

 

Form 2 
 
The children have been learning about Diwali 
through art as part of their topic 
‘Celebrations’. They have built on their 
knowledge of art from different cultures and 
traditions while developing their 
understanding of colour, shape and pattern 
found in Rangoli patterns. 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
Children in Need 2019 
 
Today we joined the nation to help raise 
money for Children in Need.   
 
Thank you to everyone who dressed up and 
donated. So far we have raised £52 for the 
cake sale and a further £170.20. 

 
 
 



 
 

The kitchen staff – looking splendid 

 
 
 
Big Swim 
 

On Thursday the children in Reception to 
Form 4 took part in the national Big Swim 
Week.  Celebrating 150 years of Swim 
England. 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
Music News 
 
Please complete the sheet on the music board 
to sign up for this terms’ informal music 
concert on Thursday 28th November at 4pm 
in the Drawing Room.  All welcome. 

 
 
 
Thunk of the Week 
 
All grown-ups were children first but few 
remember it. 
                                            The Little Prince 
 
This week’s THUNK: 
 
 

What is the difference between grown-ups 
and children? 

 
 
 
 

 
 
PTFA News 
 

 
 
 
 
 

SHOP WITH AMAZON SMILE – SUPPORT 
SUNNINGHILL PTFA  
 
AmazonSmile is a website operated by 
Amazon with the same products, prices and 
shopping features as Amazon.co.uk. The 
difference is that when you shop on 
AmazonSmile, Amazon will donate 0.5% of 
the net purchase price (excluding VAT, 
returns and shipping fees) from your eligible 
AmazonSmile purchases.  
 
Millions of products on AmazonSmile are 
eligible for donations to Sunninghill PTFA by 
Amazon. You will see eligible products 
marked “Eligible for smile.amazon.co.uk” on 
their product detail pages.  
 
This is a great way to raise money for the 
PTFA with no effort on your part, just shop at 
Amazon as normal but use  
smile.amazon.co.uk instead of 
www.amazon.co.uk. 
 
With thanks 
Sunninghill PTFA 
 
 
 

 

Sports 
 
Team: U13/12A Hockey 
Against: Knighton House 
Venue: Home 
Result: 8 – 0 win 
 
The score was not a true reflection of the 
effort the girls went to and how hard the girls 
had to play in order to win. From the outset it 
was fast paced and highly skilled from both 
teams, Knighton House were very 
unfortunate with their shots on goal in the 
first half. SPS kept their wits about them and 
executed every goal in text book fashion.  
 
The second half was end to end action as 
Knighton House came out fighting but again, 
despite opportunities they couldn’t find the 
back of the goal. Erin once again delivering 

http://www.amazon.co.uk/


consistently strong balls to the forwards, 
Holly stepped up to the pace of the game well 
and Connie experienced a defending position 
against strong attackers.  
 
Multiple goals from Gemma, Megan and 
Freya had to come from different angles as 
Knighton House stepped up their defense, 
even their GK made some tricky saves.  
 
Contribution Award: The opposition 
chose Gemma, and the teachers 
awarded Holly for her ability to play 
at a higher level.  

 
 
 
Team: U13/12B Hockey 
Against: Knighton House 
Venue: Home 
Result: 2 – 1 loss 
 
The whole team were full of energy and 
enthusiasm from the moment they stepped on 
to the pitch to the moment they stepped off. 
Even Bea was keen to return to the pitch after 
taking a nasty whack to the knee. Strong 
defence from Poppy and Mackenzie, moving 
toward the ball and clearing it well up to the 
half way line. Play was well spread and 
pushed out to the wings which allowed 
Meggie and Lily to collect the ball in plenty of 
time and drive into the D. Lily was rewarded 
with a successful shot on goal. Connie 
connected play well in CM and supported all 
players. Molly was put under pressure in goal 
but managed to clear the ball out. Katie 
showed an increase in confidence 
manoeuvring the ball around the defenders. 
 
‘Some of the best hockey I’ve seen you play’ as 
quoted by Mr Metcalf. 
 
Contribution Award: The opposition 
chose Mackenzie for her strong 
defence, and Connie for her connective 
play and improved skill. 
 
 

 
 

Team: U11/10 Hockey 
Against: Knighton House 
Venue: Away 
Result: Game 1:   2 – 2 draw 
 
We played two matches against Knighton 
with our squad of 8 girls from both year 
groups. We started this first match slowly but 
gained in confidence when Carolina 
persevered in the attacking D and pushed a 
loose ball past the keeper. Polina showed 
some good control and threatened the 
opposition as centre forward. Amelia made 
some great tackles in defence and Imogen 
held the midfield. We let Knighton score an 
equaliser as most of the team decided to 
attack and not come back. Polina then scored 
our second goal and we should have won the 
game when Mirabelle whizzed down the wing, 
into the D, had one shot which the keeper 
saved then had another which went just wide. 
Knighton managed to score an equaliser but 
it was a great game with the ball moving from 
one end to the other.   
 
Contribution Award: The opposition 
chose Polina for her skill on the ball 
and her goal. 
 

Result:  Game 2:       0 – 2   loss 
 
We played another Knighton team and this 
was a hard game as we were all tiring. We 
couldn’t quite move the ball fast enough to get 
round the opposition who were hunting in 
packs. Maggie played in goal for the first time 
and made several good saves and clearances. 
Lucy also made some good tackles and 
Imogen beavered away to get the ball out to 
the wings. We had our chances but just could 
not beat their keeper. Great effort girls. 
 
Contribution Award: Imogen for her 
hard work and endeavour in midfield. 

 
 
 
 
 
 



Team: U8 Rugby 
Against: Sherborne Prep 
Venue: Away 
Result: 17 – 12 win 
 
Sunninghill carried on their fantastic form 
from last week. The team is starting to look 
more organised and the players are starting to 
understand their channels better. Lovely 
defending from each player meant that we 
turned over the ball at crucial periods. The 
team scored many fabulous tries and fully 
deserved the victory. Well done! 
 
Contribution Award: Albi for 
maintaining his concentration and 
defensive shape.   

 
 
Team: U9 Rugby 
Against: Sherborne Prep 
Venue: Away 
Result: 10 – 3 loss 
 
The U9’s played in their first contact game. 
They only had one training session where they 
practiced their tackling skills so it was 
impressive to see their level of play improve 
throughout the match. Sherborne were tough 
and well organised. Freddie and Xavier 
tackled brilliantly and William made some 
excellent runs gaining territory. To improve 
the team needs to stay on side when a tackle 
has been made.  
 
Contribution Award: Rex for putting 
in great tackles but also scoring 
fabulous tries.  
 

 
Team: U13 Rugby 
Against: Sherborne Prep 
Venue: Away 
Result: 7 – 7 draw 
 
Our U13’s went to Sherborne Prep to play 
their B team. Henry scored a try within the 
first few minutes and fearless tackling and 
cohesive teamwork resulted in 4 more trys in 
the first half from Gabriel (2), Josh and Tom. 

At half-time we were 5 – 1 up. Sherborne 
clearly didn’t like the pressure and swiftly 
substituted in many of their A team players.  
 
I’m no expert but the 2nd half was carnage. 
Despite some serious injuries, what was left of 
our team fought to the bitter end securing an 
impressive 7 all draw.  
 
Whilst Tymon ended up in A&E, 
contribution award goes to Tom for 
scoring his first ever try. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
Team: U12 Rugby 
Against: Sherborne Prep 
Venue: Away 
Result: 25 – 10 loss 
 
We managed to scrape together enough 
pupils for a team of ten players. They brought 
fifteen on their A game and the first half was 
the most extreme test of our defence. They 
had big strong skilful runners that came at us 
in waves. When the going gets tough the 
tough gets going and Valentine’s tackling 
stood out - he was immense.  
 
In the second half we were loaned three of 
their players to make a real game of it and in 
that half the honours were even. Leo made 
some monster runs with players hanging off 
him. The transfer fees are yet to be decided.  
 
All in all it was a superb contest and a chance 
for our boys to once again impress with their 
developing skill and abundant team spirit. 
Brilliantly captained by Harri (tackle count of 
12 in the second half) and enjoyed by all. 
 
Contribution Award: George for his 
first ever game of rugby. He made 
great tackle after tackle and looked 
like he’d been playing the game all his 
life. A bright rugby future ahead. 

 
 



Team: U11 IAPs Rugby Festival 

Against: Sherborne Boys 
Venue: Away 
  
The U11’s played in their first IAPs Rugby 
Festival. Competition was fierce against the 
strongest rugby schools in the region. Each 
boy tried their best throughout the day and 
improved as the day went on. The players 
stayed positive and showed great team spirit.  
 
It was a great learning experience.  
 
Contribution Award: Tom for showing 
great team work, leadership and 
commitment.  
 
  

 
Team: U10 Rugby 
Against: Sherborne Prep 
Venue: Home 
  
Sherborne turned up with twice as many boys 
as us and were determined to use them. We 
actually borrowed a couple so played 8 a side. 
It was a little more physical than last week, 
however, the boys stepped up and all were a 
little closer to the action.  
 
Felix played on despite not feeling well and no 
one watching would have noticed the 
difference. Max stormed into everyone again. 
Alex B continued to be everywhere on the 
pitch. Alex C proved once again what a great 
runner with the ball he is. Mark washed the 
blood from his knee at half time and went 
back for more.  
 
The score? Not entirely sure by the end. Many 
tries scored at both ends and rugby the 
winner.  
 
Contribution Award: Felix – for 
keeping going. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Christmas Holiday Club is running for one 
week in December from Monday 16th until 
Friday 20th December.  Booking forms 
available on our website.  This is the link to 
website:  https://sunninghillprep.co.uk/infor
mation/holiday-club/ 

 

PTFA Christmas Fayre 

Attached is the poster for the PTFA Christmas 
Fayre.   
 
A date for your diary, tickets available from 
Megan @ £3.00 each, it promises to be a 
festive and fun affair! 

 

Form 8 Responsibilities for the 

Autumn Term 

Head Boy:   Ben  

Head Girl:   Erin  

Sports Captains:  Henry & Gemma 

  

Prefects: 

ICT:   Esme, Josh & Aidan 

Art:   Eleni & Meena 

Music:   Lily & Erin 

English/Publicity: Freya, Megan & Esme 

Drama:  Gabriel & Lily 

Outdoor Education: Erin & Henry 

STEM:  Ben & Gemma 

Eco:   Toby & Daniel 

Geography:  Tymon 

History/RS:  Tom & Harry 

Languages:  Aidan 

Food Tech:  Tom & Mckenzie  

 

https://sunninghillprep.co.uk/information/holiday-club/
https://sunninghillprep.co.uk/information/holiday-club/


 
Lydia: 
Secretary@sunninghill.dorset.sch.uk 
Mandy: 
Registrar@sunninghill.dorset.sch.uk 
Megan & Jeanette: 
receptionist@sunninghill.dorset.sch.uk 
 
South Court, South Walks, Dorchester,  
Dorset. DT1 1EB. 01305 262306 
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Lunch Menu 

  

Monday  18 th   November      

Sweet & S o ur  Chicken   

Vegetarian Option:  Sweet & S o ur  Tofu     

Noodles   & Prawn Crackers   

                                               Dessert:  Apricot Flapjack      
  

Tuesday  19 th   November    

Roast Gammon   

Vegetarian  Option:    Roast Quorn Fillet     

Cabbage    

Creamy   Gravy   

Dessert:   Artic Roll      
  

Wednesday  20 th   November    

Chicken Tikka    

Vegetarian Option:    Vegetable Tikka      

Rice    

Mini Naan Breads    
        Dessert:   Chocolate Brownies    

  

                                                                                        Thursday  st 21   November    

Haddock & S p ring  Onion Fishcake    

Vegetarian Option:   Cheese & Onion Cakes    

Roasted New Potatoes    

Dessert:  Syrup Sponge & C u stard      
  

Friday  22 nd   November     

Chicken Breast in a Leek & Bacon Sauce   

Vegetarian Option: Leek & Pepper Tart    

Sweet Potato Fries    

Rocket Leaves    

Dessert:  Fruit Salad    
  



 

Diary of Events 
 

 

WHOLE SCHOOL   18th Form 4 Cake Sale for Portland Food Bank @ 10.15am 

DIARY OF EVENTS 19th U8 & U9 Hockey V Dumpton @ Dumpton 2.15pm 

Forms 7 & 8 Matinee performance of Les Miserables @ Bryanston 3.00pm 

20th U12&13 A Hockey V Sandroyd @ SPS 3.00pm

U12&13B Hockey V Sandroyd @SPS 2.15pm

U11&10 5-aside Hockey V Sandroyd @ Sandroyd 2.30pm

U13 Rugby V Sandroyd @ Sandroyd 2.30pm

U12 Rugby V Sandroyd @ Dorchester Rugby Club 2.30pm

U10 Rugby V Sandroyd @ Sandroyd 2.30pm

U11 Rugby V Sandroyd & Yarrells @ SPS 2.00pm 

21st Reception-Form 4 Swimming 8.30am- 12noon 

Class Reps Meeting 8.30am

PTFA Quiz night & Bingo 7.00pm 

22nd Form 5 Assembly 8.30am- Breakfast to follow 

Form 7 Westminster Abbey & Houses of Parliament Tour 

Form 3 Stokewater Meadows 9.00am-4.00pm 

Parent & Toddler Group 10.00-11.30am 

Letter on the Portal Menu 

Sports Fixtures & Team Sheets 

Music Timetable 

Nursery Christmas Charity- Portland Food Bank

Reception Christmas Charity- Portland Food Bank

Form 1 Christmas Charity- Portland Food Bank

Form 2 Christmas Charity- Portland Food Bank

Form 3 Christmas Charity- Portland Food Bank

Form 4 Christmas Charity- Portland Food Bank

Form 5 Christmas Charity- Portland Food Bank

Form 6 Christmas Charity- Portland Food Bank

Form 7 Christmas Charity- Portland Food Bank

Form 8 Christmas Charity- Portland Food Bank


