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Spooky Form 1 
 
 
Dear Parents 
 
The final week of this half term has been 
shrouded in rain though it hasn’t managed to 
dampen the spirits of many good events. 
 
The Form 7 rugby tour headed out at the end 
of last week. A really determined team 
narrowly beat Exeter Cathedral School by 8 
tries to 7 in a superb end to end game. A quick 
pit-stop at a nearby hotel saw us heading out  
on the town for a fabulous curry, always the 
highlight of a trip away.  
 
The following morning started bright and 
breezy with a full English breakfast followed 
by a stadium tour and coaching session. We 
then watched the Exeter Chiefs play the 
Bristol Bears which wasn’t as exciting as our 
own game. We bumped into former pupil 
Georgie S and her dad at the game. That was 
an added bonus to a great weekend. 
 
 
 

 

 
 
In my Monday assembly I kick started the Red 
Card for Racism week where I talked to the 
children about this essential action to 
eradicate racism from all parts of our society. 
I am sure you will also take a minute at home 
to stress the splendour and benefits of a 
multi-cultural society. 

 
On Wednesday Megan E raised nearly £200 
with a day-long sponsored silence.  
 
On Thursday evening the newly formed PTFA 
team met for their AGM and the rebirth of 



such a valuable team that contributes so much 
to school life. Fuelled by tasty treats from 
Kerry’s kitchen we heard of the healthy state 
of the accounts courtesy of new treasurer 
Christian F. Notes were eagerly taken by new 
secretary Charlie B and ever dependable 
Chair, Carol K outlined our plans for the year 
ahead.  
 
The first event up is the Quiz evening on 
Thursday 21st November. Please don’t think 
this will be an overly serious event for the 
super-cranial. There’ll be some taster rounds 
that we enjoyed last time and also a round of 
quick fire bingo. A Thai curry will also be on 
offer. What more could you ask for, for a 
tenner?  Tickets are on sale with Megan. 
 
And now for a bit of news hot off the press. 
Megan, our wonderful Receptionist has asked 
me to share some really great news with you. 
Megan and her husband Dave are expecting a 
new baby, their second child! I am sure you 
will join with me in congratulating them both. 
 
At break time today we said a very sad and 
premature farewell to Mrs Carr. She has been 
an outstanding servant of the school always 
putting the needs of those in her care first. She 
leaves a very big pair of shoes to fill. 
Thankfully there are supremely talented 
candidates waiting in the wings. More of that 
after we have interviewed post half term. 

 
Finally, Form 4 and indeed the whole of 
Junior Prep delivered the most brilliant 
Harvest Festival assembly this morning. The 
event was bathed in warmth and light and 
worked in perfect harmony with “Kick out 

Racism” as they talked to us about farming 
methods around the world. As one would 
expect with the dynamic trio of Moss, Nolan- 
Stone and Vanburgh, the musical 
accompaniment was absolutely uplifting. It 
was also fantastic to see so many parents 
present. I congratulate Kerry for scrambling 
to rustle up extra breakfast to keep us all fed 
in the style we have become accustomed to. 

 
Nursery, Reception & Form 1 singing  

Mr Scarecrow 
 
 
Please remember we have a two week break 
and return on Monday 4th November. By then 
we hope to have phase two of the bespoke 
furniture built in the Art/DT room and the 
whole of the drive lit for your improved safety. 
 
Hopefully, the incredibly expensive lead work 
will be complete and that the newly replaced 
material isn’t permanently borrowed again. 
Some hi-tech security is being added to help 
prevent this! 
 
 



Wishing you are wonderful long half term 
with your families.  
 
 
 
Mr John Thorpe  
Mr John Thorpe 
 
Mr Thorpe 
Headmaster 

 
 
 
Nursery & Reception  
 

The children have been busy with lots of 
Autumnal crafts and activities. We have made 
leaf crowns and enjoyed creating our own 
playdough hedgehogs.  
 

 

 
 

The ‘Rainbow Fish’ story was introduced to us 
and we had a circle time decorating our own 
sparkly Rainbow Fishes. They look lovely 
displayed in our classroom.  
 

 
 
 
Form 1 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
The children enjoying spooky  

Halloween treats 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Form 2 
 
We have been learning about Katie Morag this 
term and looking at the differences between 
living on an Island or living on the 
mainland.  Earlier this term we spent the day 
on Brownsea Island and this week we did a 
whistle stop map reading tour of Portland.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Form 2 saw a steam engine in Dorchester! 

 
 
 
Form 3 & 4 
 
On Monday, the children travelled back in 
time to Ancient Egypt and spent a day at 
Hooke Court, living the life as an Ancient 
Egyptian. The activities included- cooking, 
mummification (including making clay 
canonic jars), scribing hieroglyphics and 
designing and making jewellery. Today, after 
Form 4’s Harvest Assembly, we also visited 
the Tutankhamun Exhibition in Dorchester. 
 

 
 
On Thursday, Forms 3 and 4 were invited to 
attend a poetry workshop at Dorchester 
Library with the children’s poet, Christie 
Gittins. It was fantastic to work with her and 
for the children to write their own group 
poem entitled ‘25 things I’ve lost’.  
 



The new library manager commented on our 
children’s excellent vocabulary and how 
engaged and well behaved they were.  
 
If you would like to purchase any of Chrissie’s 
books they are available both online and at 
the Library. 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Form 4 Cookery Class 
 

 
 
 

Form 4 Assembly 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Form 6 Everest Talk 
 
The pupils were very lucky that Mr Edwards 
(Ben and Thomas’s dad) gave a fantastic 
presentation on his experiences attempting to 
climb Everest. Not only did he show us some 
amazing photos but he also brought in a lot of 
exciting equipment. The children also 
impressed him with their knowledge but they 
learnt a lot more too.  
 
Quotes from the children:  
 
‘I really enjoyed Mr Edwards talk. I learnt lots 
of new things, his holiday pictures were very 
funny and the equipment was just as cool as 
Everest.’ 

 
‘Mr Edwards talk was really impressive and 
inspirational and I really enjoyed the slide 
show of all his pictures and his stories. It 
sounded like really hard work. He knows lots 
about Everest.’  
 
 ‘He made me want to paraglide off the 
summit of Everest and snowboard down it.’  
‘I got to hold an ice axe!’ 
 
Unsurprisingly Form 6 now want to organise 
a trip to the Himalayas for their summer 
expedition! 

 



Homeless of Dorchester 
 
This week we have been supporting the 
charity: Helping the Homeless and 
Vulnerable Adults in Dorchester. 
 
A huge thank you to everyone who 
contributed. 

Lydia 

 
 
Thunk of the Week 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Last week’s thunk was:  
 
Would you want to live in a world of virtual 

reality? 

Here are some answers: 
 
Aidan: If virtual reality means letting our 
minds wander and create our own worlds, I 
would like it; if it means having a box trapped 
to our head, I wouldn’t like it.  
 
Eleni: Yes, because you can do whatever you 
like and there are no rules.  If you hurt 
yourself you wouldn’t feel anything and there 
is literally no limit to what you can do. 
 
Imogen: I wouldn’t want to live in a world of 
virtual reality because it’s not    actually 
happening and you shut off the real world and 
if you go back to reality, it could be 
overwhelming and you wouldn’t be happy. 
 
Lydia N: Yes, I would because just imagine 
how many friends and family you would have 
and so many things to do.  
 
Next THUNK after half term  
 

Sports 
 
Team: U8 Hockey  
Against: Leweston 
Venue: Home 
Result: 2 – 0 win – A team 
  4 – 2 loss – B Team 
 
SPS started with real vigour and scored in the 
first 5 minutes with a well taken goal from 
Amelia. The girls continued to move the ball 
up the pitch and started to think about getting 
into space. Elodie, Tabitha and Scarlett made 
some great passes out of defence and Georgie 
and Amelia and Millie worked tirelessly in the 
middle of the pitch.  Amelia then scored 
another goal to make the final score 2-0. 
 
This game was a little different, but again SPS 
started really well. Leweston were much more 
organised and played the ball around well. 
Millie scored a great goal and then Tabitha 
put another one in the net but Leweston were 
too strong and got another 2 break away 
goals. 
 
Contribution Award: Tabitha and 
Elodie for some fantastic skills and 
determination. 

 

  
 
 
 
 



Team: U9 Hockey  
Against: Leweston 
Venue: Home 
Result: 3 – 1 win – A Team 
  5 – 1 win – B Team 
 
With this first game everyone was swapped to 
play different positions but we were by far the 
strongest team. Izzy was our goal monster 
scoring a hat trick, carrying the ball forward 
with determination. Anna and Kitty S were 
strong in defence and although Leweston 
scored the girls were always ready to tackle 
and send the ball forward. We had other 
chances to score and sometimes we need to 
shoot for goal at the top of the D.  
 
Contribution Award: Izzy for her 3 
goals and Kitty S for her defensive 
play. 

 
Scarlett, Anna, Kitty S, Izzy and Iris played 
the first half of this game. Once again Izzy 
scored another hat trick with some excellent 
play. Kitty T kept missing the goal but with 
great perseverance she slotted 2 home and 
had the biggest grin. Iris played a lovely ball 
from defence up the side line for Anna to 
receive, who played it across for Izzy to score. 
We are beginning to space out a little better.  
Clara, Kitty T and Katy came on for the 2nd 
half. Clara was ready in the attacking D and 
just missed the goal on a couple of occasions. 
Katy was brilliant in this game, tackling well 
making some great strong passes to the 
forwards. Well done everyone for 2 great 
games. 
 
Contribution Award: Katy for great 
concentration and some effective 
passing. 

 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Team: U13/12 A Hockey  
Against: Sherborne Girls 
Venue: Away 
Result: 3 – 1 win 
 
A very good game played by both teams. 
Sunninghill started very strongly, putting 
their defence under pressure. 
 
This resulted in Megan driving to the baseline 
and scoring our first goal from a very tight 
angle. 
 
We then forced a penalty corner with Freya 
placing the ball just inside the goal, (a text 
book finish!). 
 
Sherborne came out much stronger in the 
second half, scoring a goal of their own. 
 
Sunninghill played some good hockey, driving 
into the D numerous times, but we couldn't 
quite convert our chances, as their goalkeeper 
played extremely well. Gemma picked up a 
defensive mistake, dribbled into the D and 
slotted home for our third goal. 
 
A good all round performance, with Erin solid 
at the back (as usual!) and Esme making some 
important saves. 
 
Contribution Award:    Megan, Freya 
and Gemma for work effort all 
through the game! 

 

 
 



Team: U13/12 B Hockey  
Against: Sherborne Girls 
Venue: Away 
Result: 3 – 1 win 
 
This was a very even game although we were 
stronger in attack than our opposition. 
Everyone worked hard with Bea and Poppy 
tackling well at the back and taking quick hit 
outs to get the ball up to the forwards. Connie 
beavered away in midfield often winning the 
ball and looking to move it on. Katie and Lily 
were able to carry the ball on the wings and as 
the game went on they crossed some great 
balls into the attacking D where Holly was on 
hand to have a shot. Holly worked hard up 
front and scored a great first goal. Sherborne 
then equalised but Lily scored her first goal 
this term to put us into the lead at half time. 
Meggie came on and defended really well 
growing in confidence as the game went on. 
She tackled well and is learning to clear the 
ball out to the side. 
 
We had a penalty corner in the last few 
minutes and very deservedly Holly was on 
hand with Katy assisting to score our third 
goal. Brilliant game girls and well done to the 
whole team. 
 
Contribution Award: The opposition 
chose Connie. Lily for scoring a great 
goal; Holly for her hard work 
throughout and scoring 2 goals. 

 
 
 
 
Team: U8/9 A Football  
Against: Leweston 
Venue: Home 
Result: 8 – 3 win 
 
Sunninghill took control of the game early on. 
Freddie and Natty pressed with great 
intensity and William pulled the strings in 
midfield. The team kept their shape well and 
created many chances. Wonderful goals were 
scored by Harvey, William and Natty.  

Xavier was excellent in goal and Alexander 
worked hard in defence.  
 
Keep working with high intensity boys! Well 
done.  
 
Contribution Award: Harvey for his 
incredible goal scoring ability.  

 
 
 
 
Team: U8/9 B Football  
Against: Leweston 
Venue: Home 
Result: 3 – 0 loss 
 
We started a little timid and Leweston took 
full advantage and scored two relatively cheap 
goals. Sunninghill continued to fight hard and 
kept their positions far better. We controlled 
ball possession well but did not test their goal 
keeper enough to score.  
 
Contribution Award: Albi for his 
heroic goal keeping and positive 
attitude.  

 
 
 
 
Team: U12/13 A Football  
Against: Leweston 
Venue: Home 
Result: 8 – 2 win 
  

Sunninghill started strong in their final 
football fixture of the season. Excellent 
communication and organisation enabled the 
team to move the ball around well. Lovely 
passages between Henry, Josh and Gabriel 
resulted in fine goals. Aidan worked hard in a 
variety of positions and made strong tackles. 
In the second half Sunninghill became a bit 



greedy and forgot some of their defensive 
duties but thankfully Daniel was in goal who 
made superb saves.  
 
An excellent end to the season, well done 
boys!  

 
Contribution Award: Daniel for his 
excellent goal keeping skills and 
Joshua for his fine shot making.  

 
Team: U12/13 B Football  
Against: Leweston 
Venue: Home 
Result: 7 – 0 win 
 
Sunninghill dominated the game from the 
start in all areas of play. Excellent defending 
from Eddie and Daniel kept the Leweston 
attackers at bay. Ben and Harry manoeuvred 
the ball well in midfield and Oliver tried hard 
to create chances on the wing. Tymon and 
Harry A were a great partnership up front and 
scored some lovely goals. Theo and Henry 
played well in goal. Well played boys, keep 
working hard after half term!  
 
Contribution Award: Tymon for his 
tenacity in front of goal.  

 
 
Team: U12 Rugby  
Against: Exeter Cathedral 
Venue: Away 
Result: 40 – 35 win 
 
The U12’s were extremely excited for their 
first competitive rugby fixture of the season. 
Exeter started phenomenal and scored early 
tries. Sunninghill regained their shape and 
spirit. Gethyn, Valentine and Harri created 
excellent passages of play and scored 
beautiful tries. Leo and Max tackled hard 
whilst Eddie carried the ball well. Tries were 
scored by Theo, Harri, Valentine, Eddie and 
Gethyn. A wonderful game and a great to the 
season.  

 
Contribution Award: the entire team. 

 

 
 

Community 

Bridport Literacy Festival 

Time for my yearly appeal to you all to send 
word of our children's events out to parents 
and children across your year groups.  
 
This year we have a couple of small 
events hosted by Bridport Library - a 
storytelling for younger ones which I know 
will be full of energy and activity (and 
shortbread...) and a second event for older 
ones from the author Anthea Simmons about 
her re-imagining of Mary Anning's life 
story.  This is such a brilliant and inspiring 
book with such relevant messages for today’s 
young readers, and there is also the 
opportunity to attend a young writer’s 
workshop too.  I think some of you have had 
Anthea into school before and can vouch for 
how good she is. 
 
Then in the Electric Palace, Michael Maudsley 
will be presenting a storytelling based around 
the book Lost Words by Robert Macfarlane 
and Jackie Lewis - again, a book that some of 
you, I know, have been working on at 
school.  It should be an amazing event which 



appeals to all ages and uses projected images 
from the book. 
 
If you would like more information, or would 
like to know more about the events/authors, 
please do not hesitate to contact me.  The 
Bridport Literary Festival is a charity, and as 
the BridLit kids team, we simply want to get 
children excited about books and stories by 
giving them the chance to meet and hear 
authors. 

Joanna Jacobson 
 

BridLit Kids coordinator 
Bridport Literary Festival 

 

Tickets available from Box Office: Bridport 

Tourist Centre, The Town Hall, South Street, 

Bridport, DT6 3LF Tel: 01308 424901 and 

online at www.bridlit.com Follow us on 

Facebook & Twitter for latest updates 

@BridLitFestival 

 

Shells Belles Quiz 

This event is organised as part of the Shells 
Belles Group. All funds to Brain Tumour 
Research. 
  
Tickets available from Mrs Theobald and cost 
£7.50 which includes quiz entry and dinner 
(veg or meat chilli). Prizes for top teams. Max 
team size 6.  
 
See poster for further details. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Form 8 Responsibilities for the 

Autumn Term 

Head Boy:   Ben  

Head Girl:   Erin  

Sports Captains:  Henry & Gemma 

  

Prefects: 

ICT:   Esme, Josh & Aidan 

Art:   Eleni & Meena 

Music:   Lily & Erin 

English/Publicity: Freya, Megan & Esme 

Drama:  Gabriel & Lily 

Outdoor Education: Erin & Henry 

STEM:  Ben & Gemma 

Eco:   Toby & Daniel 

Humanties:  Tom & Harry 

Languages:  Aidan 

Food Tech:  Tom & Mckenzie  

 
Lydia: 
Secretary@sunninghill.dorset.sch.uk 
Mandy: 
Registrar@sunninghill.dorset.sch.uk 
Megan & Jeanette: 
receptionist@sunninghill.dorset.sch.uk 
 
South Court, South Walks, Dorchester,  
Dorset. DT1 1EB. 01305 262306 
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Diary of Events 
 
 

 

WHOLE SCHOOL   4th 

DIARY OF EVENTS 5th Form 8 rehearsing Taming of the Shrew SPS Hall

U8 & U9 Rugby v Sandroyd @ SPS 2pm 

6th Form 8 rehearsing Taming of the Shrew SPS Hall 8.30 -12.30 pm

Form 8 rehearsing Taming of the Shrew SPS Weymouth Pavilion 1.30 - 5.00 pm

U12 Hockey Practice @ SPS 2.30 pm

U11 & U10 Netball v Hanford @ Hanford 2.15 pm

U12 Rugby v Clayesmore @ Clayesmore 2.30 pm

U11 Rugby v Clayesmore @ Claysmore 2.30 pm 

U10 Rugby v Clayesmore @ SPS 2.30 pm 

Shakespeare performance @ Weymouth Pavilion 7.00 -10.00 pm 

7th Reception- Form 4 Swimming 8.30 am-12 noon 

8th Parent & Toddler Group 10.00-11.30am

Remembrance Serivce @ St Georges Church 2.30 pm. All parents welcome.

LETTERS ON THE PORTAL

Music Timetable - on the portal at the end of Half Term

Nursery

Reception

Form 1

Form 2

Form 3

Form 4

Form 5

Form 6

Form 7

Form 8

Nasal flu spray/letter from the Head

Nasal flu spray/letter from the Head

Menu

Sports Fixtures & Team Sheets 

Letter from the Head

Nasal flu spray/letter from the Head

Effort Grade Report/Nasal flu spray/letter from the Head

Effort Grade Report/letter from the Head

Effort Grade Report/letter from the Head

Effort Grade Report/Nasal flu spray/letter from the Head

Effort Grade Report/Nasal flu spray/letter from the Head

Effort Grade Report/Nasal flu spray/letter from the Head


