
		
	
 
	 	
         
	

 

9th March 2018                                          Spring Term                                Issue No. 451

 
 

First signs of Spring! 
 

Dear Parents  
 
It has been a relief to welcome the spring 
sunshine after the turmoil of last week. 
 
In preparation for the growing season ahead, 
Liz has flooded the borders with primroses. 
It makes a huge difference to the aesthetics 
of the school to see the horticultural side so 
well cared for. The club that Liz and Jo V 
run is also proving to be one of the most 
popular and successful. It has even attracted 
a lesser spotted Bursar to join. 

 
Sadly, and much to Liz’s chagrin, there are 
also less welcome guests in the garden in 
the shape of field mice who have been 
systematically eating all the spinach tops 
and sweet pea shoots. I think their future is 
in jeopardy, despite us all being animal 

lovers. Let’s hope they read the eviction 
notes we have put out for them. 

Preparation for spring has also begun for the 
herring gulls who are already jealously 
guarding their patch ahead of nesting. The 
raucous calls can already be heard above 
the noise of the passing traffic. It’s only a 
matter of time before we all have to bravely 
run the gauntlet again. I really wish they 
would nest elsewhere but the RSPCA 
continue to offer me the “scare them aware 
at your peril” advice and don’t worry about 
sharp beaks and small children. The lending 
of a Harris hawk would be most welcome if 
you have one lying around in aviary at home.   
I don’t have an aviary at home (though I 
would love one!)  
 
What I do have is a vivarium that now has 
Betty basking in it. The hibernating exploits 
of Betty feature regularly in Hermes, 
especially as some of our readers have 
tortoises themselves and share similar 
worries.  
 
I have been checking on Betty for some 
weeks now to see if she has been awakening 
from her slumber. I ran out of patience at 
the weekend and dug her up from her 
compost fearing the worst, given the 
weather and the fact that she hibernated in 
October. The base of the compost was like 

Hermes 



permafrost, some way below the 
recommended 4-5°C. 
 
Thankfully she has made it through and is 
gradually coming to terms with bright light 
and reluctance to feed. Warm baths are a 
real favourite while her metabolic rate re-
addresses. 
 
With most of our pups due to go to their 
new homes this week some semblance of 
normality will begin to resume in our 
household. 
 
Elsewhere in school I was delighted to 
congratulate Mr Stazicker formally this 
week. Ian has been made a Fellow of the 
Royal Geographical Society in recognition of 
his long standing contribution to the subject 
he is so passionate about.  He is very 
proudly pictured below with his FRGS 
membership card. Following in Darwin’s 
footsteps, he’s promised to take me for 
lunch as his guest to Royal Geographical 
Society HQ in London. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
I was also able to congratulate Khalid for his 
amazing academic achievements of late. 
Having had several exhausting days of 
testing at Sherborne Boys, we were all 
delighted to hear that Khalid is to be the 

very worthy recipient of the William Yates 
Award for Academic Excellence. 
  
Mrs Fernley and her Form 7 English students 
again set the world on fire this week; this 
time with an amazing performance at the 
Model United Nations conference held at 
Clayesmore. A full report can be read later 
in Hermes. 
 
On Thursday I hosted our half termly class 
reps meeting. The topic of conversation is 
always most varied and valuable.  
 
The habits of children (mostly boys) in the 
toilets occupied a considerable amount of 
time and which included a brave impromptu 
site visit. Some very sensible short term 
conclusions were drawn that related to 
lighting, flooring and the type of paint 
covering the walls.  
 
More significant long term solutions that 
need closer budgetary scrutiny were also 
discussed.  
 
As always, I must thank the class reps for all 
their time and attention. 
 
Also present at the meeting was Lyyn 
Strover, Chair of the PTFA. Lynn came to 
chat to us all about the Barn Dance to be 
held at 7pm next Friday 16th March. Lynn 
noted that despite much effort, ticket sales 
were proving to be rather slow. 
 
Please can I urge you to make contact with 
your class rep if you are anticipating coming 
so we can accurately gauge numbers. Don’t 
forget that friends and family are welcome. 
 
The picture below shows the school pool 
being slowly drained ahead of a new butyl 
liner being fitted ready for the new 
swimming season after Easter. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



On Thursday evening our amazing music 
department held its first formal soloists’ 
concert evening in the Drawing Room. And 
wow what a musical treat it was.  Over 15 
pupils were selected by their instrumental 
and vocal teachers to take part in the 
performance and we were all amazed by the 
incredibly high standard of performances 
they gave.  For many it was their first 
formal performance and they all rose to 
occasion. We have more exciting events for 
next term including informal concerts, 
another soloists’ concert and an ensemble 
assembly so keep an eye out for the dates! 
 
 
 
 
 
Mr John Thorpe  
Headmaster 
 
 
 
Fledglings 
 
This week Fledglings took advantage of the 
spring sun to go on a walk around our 
beautiful grounds. We identified daffodils, 
snow drops and crocus, we couldn’t resist 
picking one or two! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
Nursery 
 
This week we have been getting very messy 
and chocolatey making some truffles for 
mother’s day! They look really good, well 
done everyone! 
 

 
 
We have also been making some lovely 
mother’s day cards for our mummies! We 
have been encouraging the children to be 
able to write their names independently 
which they have tried to do in their cards. 

Well done everyone, they look lovely! 
 



This morning we enjoyed our 'big read' 
session with Form 1. Nursery children were 
able to partner up with an older child from 
Form 1 and have a story read to them which 
was lovely! We all really enjoy these 
sessions! Thank you to Form 1 for coming to 
read to us. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
Form 3 & 4 
 
Lorenzo and Izzy built this enormous tower 
during Prep time! I think that they are in 
competition with the Burj Khalifa in Dubai!! 
   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Form 7 
 
Clayesmore Prep Schools Model United 
Nations 
 
On Tuesday 6th March, Form 7 took part in a 
Model United Nations conference at 
Clayesmore.  The class was divided into 
three groups, each of which represented a 
country: we were assigned Japan, Ethiopia 
and Russia.  There were eighteen school 
groups present from across the county 
representing the League of Nations that 
debate at the U.N. Following the opening 

ceremony, our pupils further divided into 
committee rooms to debate the issues of 
drilling for oil in the Arctic, global 
immunisation programmes and what action 
should be taken over the Rohingya refugee 
crisis.  These were complex issues which 
cannot be resolved by providing simple 
solutions or simple answers, as our sixth-
form assistants reminded us all. 
 
After the debates, each committee voted on 
the clauses that had been proposed.  The 
event on Tuesday afternoon was the 
culmination of several weeks of independent 
research and group discussion, which helped 
all of us develop a firmer grasp of these 
challenging problems.  

 
In the final stage of the meeting, prizes 
were awarded and our dedicated and 
hardworking students were recognised: 
Giselle and Lawrence were Commended; 
Amalia, Elliott, Nathan, Verity, Clara and 
Lily B were all Highly Commended for their 
contributions to the debates. I was not at all 
surprised when Lily R was declared best 
individual delegate, as her excellent 
research was reflected in her mature and 
confident speeches. She showed a gritty 
determination to have her voice heard and 
not to yield a point.  The best delegation 
out of all those who competed was judged 
to be Japan: this was our team made up of 
Lily R, Amalia, Elliott, Giselle and 
Lawrence.  Congratulations to all of them. 
 

 
 
 



In other news…… 
 
Waterstones Prize giving for Rotary Young 
Writers Wednesday March 7th  

In this year’s competition, Ophelia R-W 
(Form 8) was runner-up in the Intermediate 
section, Eleni C (Form 6) was runner up in 
the Junior section while Gabriel O’D (Form 
6) was overall winner. Congratulations to 
our winners. 

 
 
Sunninghill Ski Team 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
You will be pleased to hear that the 
Sunninghill ski team had great success at the 
Inter-Schools Alpine Ski Championships in 
Pila, Italy this week. 
 
Atlanta and Frida came 3rd and 5th 
respectively in both the Slalom and Giant 
Slalom events.  
 
That puts Sunninghill as the top school in 
the under 12s with 4 medals. 
 
Off to Villars next for the Aiglon Cup. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Holiday Club 
 
Please do not leave it too late to book 
places in the Holiday Club, all forms need to 
be submitted by Friday 16th March to ensure 
that all days can run. 
 
http://sunninghillprep.co.uk/information/h
oliday-club/ 
 
 
Music News 
 
ABRSM exams this week on Thursday for 
some pupils.  Mrs Hawes will be teaching on 
Wednesday.  Congratulations to everyone 
who took part in Thursday’s Concert from 
Mrs Moss, Mr Vanburgh and Mrs Nolan-Stone. 
 
 
 
 
Bouldering  
 
The school boulderers have been in great 
form recently. They visit Bridport Wall each 
Monday evening and are proving themselves 
to be really determined and dynamic 
climbers who seem to have no fear of height 
or difficulty. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
Forest Schools 

This Monday I 
travelled up 
to Bristol to 
begin my 
Forest School 
adventure. I 
met other 

like-minded 
woodland 

folk, interested in exploring aspects of the 
Forest Schools Approach and participated in 
a range of practical activities to use back at 
Sunninghill. This included sensory 
exploration, shelter building, cooking 
around the campfire and using natural 
materials. We learned about the woodland 
environment and its wildlife and how to 
minimize impact when visiting. I hope to get 
stuck in soon, providing a regular Forest 

Schools lesson 
for the 
Reception Class 
and to make a 
start on my 
written work 
and portfolio in 
order to 
achieve my 
Level 1 Forest 
Schools 
certificate. 

Catherine 
Livesey 

 
 

PTFA 
 
After some frantic catching up following last 
week’s snow, we’re back on track and raring 
to go for the Barn Dance on 16 March.  
You’ll have seen the poster around school, 
tickets have been steadily trickling out of 
the door for this one and we are extending 
the invitation to family and friends of 
Sunninghill.  Please gather your friends and 
come along for an evening of fun.  Delicious 
foods on the menu including a hog roast 
from Posh Pigs.  And there’ll be a stocked 
bar to serve suitable libations to wash it all 
down (bring cash).  The Black Country Band 
will be playing live and an expert caller will 
be guiding us through our steps.  Parents, 
staff, friends and family over the age of 18 
are all welcome.  Remember that your 
ticket includes your first drink at the bar, so 
bring it along with you so you can claim it. 
 
Tickets are available from Lydia and Mandy, 
from Class Reps and PTFA Committee 
members, and will be on sale in Compass 
Lobby at pick up Monday to Thursday, please 
bring cash with you to purchase your ticket. 
 
Looking ahead, John, Eileen, Julie and I 
have had our first scoping discussion for the 
Summer Fayre.  It’s going to be held on 23 
June, a bit of a challenge for yours truly as 
I’m in Cheltenham that day attending a long 
booked school reunion so I am looking for a 
couple of people to oversee the PTFA 
elements, please be in touch if you fancy it, 
much of the planning and organising is in 



hand already so it’s not as onerous as you 
might think.  Julie will be working her magic 
in deftly coordinating the external stall 
holders.  We are also in need of a band as 
our usual players are unable to make it this 
year.  If any of you know of a brass band or 
jazz band that you think would suit our 
Summer Fayre please let me know. 
 
The sharp eyed amongst you will have 
noticed a new email contact on the Barn 
Dance posters.  It’s repeated below in my 
signature too.  PTFA have set up a dedicated 
email to help coordinate our 
communications and to help us come in line 
with GDPR requirements.  Please make use 
of this email address as a means to contact 
me and my fellow PTFA officers with your 
suggestions and queries. 
 
Lynn Strover 
PTFA Chair 
ptfa@sunninghill.dorset.sch.uk 
07563 574 536 
 
 

Notes from a small 
garden…. 

 
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
It was positively spring like in the garden 
this week! After the freezing temperatures 
that left our pond a solid mass of ice it was 
a lovely surprise to find some frog spawn in 
it this week! Along with lots of new shoots 
popping up in the greenhouse.  
 
(When you are passing the greenhouse pop 
in and take a peek at Liz’s mini Kew 
gardens, it really is a lovely sight!)  
 
Our sweet-peas are coming on a treat, and 
hopefully in a week or so our potato 
chittings will be ready to go in to pots. All 
very exciting!  

 
We prepared our sunny-corner raised bed 
with some compost and sowed some broad 
beans, the first of our vegetable crop to go 
directly outside with no protection this year! 
Spring must be nearly here... We also 
spotted some very healthy looking buds on 
our apple and pear trees, it feels like it 
won’t be long before our little garden is full 
of bounty! 



 
 

 
Sports News 
 
Orienteering  
 
 

Improving by 
the week it 
was some of 
the Form 5 
pupils that 
went to St. 

Andrew’s 
Primary school 
for the second 

orienteering event in the Ridgeway 
Competition. 
 
Eddie W                   
Mia Q                             
Harri W                    
Theo S 
William S  
Georgie S               
Gethyn J                      
Holly K 
 
All ran and dibbed really well although we 
still made some silly mistakes. William & 
Eddie, Mia & Georgie deserve special 
congratulations for being mentioned as our 
‘top teams’. 
 
Onwards and upwards – no mistakes next 
time. 
	
 
 
 
 

U8/9 Red Team High Five Netball v BCS 
Result: Loss 0 – 3 
 
Another beautiful sunny day for netball and 
Sunninghill were raring to go! 
 
This was a very even game with end to end 
play in the first quarter and no goals scored.  
BCS were very good at moving the ball up 
the court but SPS tried hard to intercept.  
 
In the second quarter, after a rotation of 
positions, BCS attacked hard and were 
rewarded with a goal meaning the half time 
score was 1-0 to BCS. 
 
In the third quarter SPS started to think 
about getting into space and had a chance 
to score.  Unfortunately BCS scored again. 
SPS did not give up and worked hard to get 
possession.  BCS were just too strong and in 
the fourth quarter managed to attack again 
culminating in another goal.  The girls 
thoroughly enjoyed the game and we will 
work on our passing skills and how to move 
the ball up the court in our lessons. 
 
Contribution Award: Pippa for some 
excellent play in each position she played. 
 
 
U8/9 Yellow High Five Netball v BCS 
Result: Draw 1 -1 
 
The yellow team played BCS at home. Both 
teams were evenly matched and the girls 
were clearly thoroughly enjoying 
themselves! Both teams also had attempts 
at shooting but at half time the score 
remained at nil all. In the third quarter, 
Carolina scored a brilliant goal giving us the 
lead, but in the last quarter BCS equalized 
making the final score a draw at 1-1. The 
girls did extremely well and improved as the 
game progressed, but need to remember to 
spread out on court and to get into spaces.  
 
Contribution Award: Carolina for some super 
passes and scoring our only goal!  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



U11 Netball Tournament Leweston 
Results:  V Sherborne  5 – 0 win    

V Leweston  9 – 1 win   
V Hanford  2 – 6 loss 
V Sandroyd  4 – 1 win 

 

 
A tough afternoon of continuous netball with 
no break. We started really well with two 
convincing wins, playing well as a team. A 
big well done in particular to the two Year 5 
girls Georgie and Mia who stepped up to the 
mark, playing really well at WD. Freya and 
Eleni worked well together and between 
them scored 20 goals in the 4 games. Esme 
and Gemma worked hard in defence with 
Gemma making some great interceptions 
and Erin and Sofia linked well to get the ball 
to the shooters. Everyone must be 
congratulated on playing nearly an hour’s 
netball with 2 minutes between games. 
 
Contribution Award: The whole team on 
achieving 2nd place and being awarded a 
runners up medal.  
 
 
U9 Hockey v Leweston 
Result: Win 2 – 1 
 
The match was played in beautiful 
conditions at Redlands Community Sports 
Centre. Leweston started the match 
energetically and stormed to a lead. 
Sunninghill started to control play with solid 
passing from Aaron, Joshua and Oscar. Theo 
commanded the defence well and gradually 
the team became more organised. William 
and Ben played well on the wing and Max 
scored an excellent goal. The last few 
minutes of the match were tight but 

Sunninghill managed to hold on for a hard-
fought victory.  
 
Contribution Award: Joshua for his 
improved carrying and tackling skills! 
 
 
U9 Hockey St. Mary’s Swanage 
Tournament 
Result: Champions 
 
On Wednesday afternoon the U9’s 
participated in the Swanage and Wareham 
Hockey Club tournament at St Mary’s School 
in Swanage. The weather was excellent and 
the event was organised superbly with 
umpires from the Swanage and Wareham 
hockey club.  
 
The boys concentrated well throughout and 
showed great determination going forward, 
trying to attack as much as they possibly 
could. Excellent goals were scored from 
Tom, Theo and Sam. James and Max were 
rock solid in defence. With their ‘You shall 
not pass’ attitude, they did concede a goal 
throughout the tournament. With 5 out of 5 
wins Sunninghill were deservedly crowned 
champions.  

 
 
U11 Hockey v Sandroyd 
Result: Loss 0 – 9 
 
We started well but Sandroyd showed their 
superior skill and reactions and soon found 
ourselves behind and facing an uphill 
struggle. Despite the score, there were 
some excellent performances throughout our 
team as they raised their game to match the 
opposition. Harry made some super saves in 
gaol to keep the score to a semi respectable 



singe figure defeat. Ben turned in a 
consistent and solid performance at left 
half. Josh put in a very strong defensive 
performance against one way traffic. We 
started to improve in the second half when 
we mixed the teams up.  
 
Contribution Award: Josh – for improved 
awareness and thoughtful defensive 
performance. 
 
 
U10 Hockey v Sandroyd 
Result: Win 5 - 2 
 
Mr Metcalfe instilled a hockey mentality and 
weened them off their footballing instincts. 
As a result ‘the boys done good’.  
 
It was a really good all-round team 
performance. They all worked for each 
other. The passing was good. And they 
created many goal scoring opportunities. 
Harry ‘the Cat’ Walters, his first time in 
goal, made some great saves including a 
superb dive to stop a certain goal. Gethyn 
scored a hat trick up front, with great 
support from Valentine and William. A 
deserved win that the whole team can take 
credit for. 
 
Contribution Award: William – MIP and MVP 
(Most Improved and Most Valuable Player!) 
 
 
 
U13/12 Hockey v Sandroyd 
Result: 
 
A beautiful afternoon saw our Boys u12/13 
Hockey team travel to play a strong 
Sandroyd squad. 
 
Unfortunately we lost the fixture 9-0 but we 
really did improve in the second half after 
we had ran the bus journey out of our legs. 

Strong performances from Dylan showing 
good fitness and encouragement to others as 
well as mentions to Lewis and Elliott for 
never giving in and showing great 
determination in all areas of the field. 
 
Today’s contribution award goes to Tom H 
for covering every inch of the astro turf and 
being a constant threat when we attacked 
and a big part of our defence. 
 
Well done all involved. 
 

 
 

School email addresses: 
 

Lydia: lhampshire@sunninghill.dorset.sch.uk 
Mandy: registrar@sunninghill.dorset.sch.uk 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Hermes Editor: Mandy Jones 
 

Our Contact Details: 
South Court, South Walks, Dorchester, DT1 

1EB 
Tel: 01305 262306 

Prep Club Mobile: 07437 891994 
	





SUNNINGHILL PTFA
BARN DANCE

Ye Ha!
PTFA BA

RN DANCE

ROOTIN' TOOTIN' BARN DANCE
Join us for amazing music, a delicious Western Hog Roast,

fabulous accompaniments and bar

WHERE & WHEN
Sunninghill Community Hall, Friday 16th March 2018 from 7pm

- 11pm

ENTERTAINMENT
Live Music By The Black Sheep Band so wear your best boot

scootin' gear

TICKETS
Tickets available from Lydia, Class Reps, PTFA committee

members, from ptfa@sunninghill.dorset.sch.uk and in Compass
Lobby at pick up

£15
ONLY



Weekly diary and communications 
 

WHOLE	SCHOOL	 Mon	12th	 Form	3	&	4	Nothe	Fort	
DIARY	OF	EVENTS	 		 Horseriding	Club		
		 		 Form	5	Exped	Meeting	4.30	pm	
		 Tues	13th	 U8	&	U9	Hockey	v	BCS	(H)	2.15	pm	
		 Wed	14th	 Form	8	Girls	HPV	Injections	
		 		 U13	Port	Regis	Football	Tournament	(A)	2.00	pm	
		 		 U12	Netball	v	Clayesmore	(A)	2.30	pm	
		 		 U11	&	U10	Netball	v	Clayesmore	@	Redlands	2.30	pm	
		 		 U13/12	A	Hockey	v	Clayesmore	(H)	2.30	pm	
		 		 U13/12	B	Hockey	v	Clayesmore	(H)	3.00	pm	
		 Thur	15th	 Forms	3	&	4	Charmouth	
		 		 Reception	Swimming	@	1610	9.15	am	
		 		 Form	5-8	After	School	Skiing	4.30	pm	
		 		 Board	of	Governors'	Meeting	6.45	pm	
		 Fri	16th	 Forms	3	&	4	Bovington	Tank	Museum	
		 		 Parent	&	Toddler	Group		10	-	11.30	am	
		 		 Form	1	Skiing	Enrichment	@	Warmwell	
		 		 Rec	&	Form	2	Peter	Rabbit	Plaza	Cinema	
		 		 Form	5	&	6	Swimming	Gala	1610	12.30	-	3.30	pm	
		 		 PTFA	Barn	Dance	School	Hall	7.00	pm	

		
LETTERS	ON	THE	
PORTAL	 Menu	 		
		 Sports	Fixtures	and	Team	Sheets	
		 Music	Timetable	Week	10	

		
Fledglings																			 No	letters	
Nursery	 No	letters	
Reception	 No	letters	
Form	1	 No	letters	
Form	2	 No	letters	
Form	3	 No	letters	
Form	4	 No	letters	
Form	5	 Form	5	Maths	Revision	-	My	Maths	
Form	6	 No	letters	
Form	7	 Form	7	Exped	letter	
Form	8	 No	letters	

 


